SBIR/STTR APRIL 2009 UPDATE

To subscribe to this approximately monthly newsletter, send an E-mail message to rgharmon@njsbdc.com with the words SUBSCRIBE SBIR UPDATE in the title.

Greetings.  You are receiving this Update because you have either attended an SBIR/STTR training program sponsored by the NJ Commission on Science & Technology and coordinated by NJSBDC, or are thought to have a possible interest in these programs.  In addition to SBIR/STTR information, it includes other information that companies interested in SBIR are also likely to be interested in.  This April addition includes information about several upcoming events including:
 
-Finding the Right Partner: NJBIN Linkages Program for Entrepreneurs, 4/22, NJIT-EDC, Newark
-NJTC Clean Energy Summit, 5/1, Princeton Plasma Physics Lab 
-Jumpstarting the New Green Economy, 5/19-21, Fairleigh Dickinson University, Madison
-Export University - Export 101, 5/20, Kean University, Union

-Venture Association of NJ: Entrepreneurs Expo & Elevator Pitch Olympics, 5/29,  Whippany
 

See descriptions in Section IV.

 
SBIR/STTR TRAINING RETURNS
 

Secrets of Winning SBIR/STTR Proposals 
Thursday May 21, NJIT Enterprise Development Center, Newark
At its March meeting, the New Jersey Commission on Science and Technology authorized a contract with the NJ Small Business Development Centers of Rutgers, to continue the delivery of SBIR/STTR training and proposal preparation assistance services during 2009.  A 20% funding cut necessitated by the current economic environment will reduce the number of proposal writing seminars.  The May 21 seminar will be the only proposal writing program offered this spring.  Cost shared proposal writing assistance will continue to be available, to all seminar attendees.  Coaching and guidance in drafting proposals continues to be available at no cost.  See program description below.
 

Staying Out of Government Auditor Quicksand:

Accounting System Compliance for All Types of Federal Grants and Contracts

Friday, June 5, NJIT Enterprise Development Center, Newark

SBIR training cosponsor Amper, Politziner & Mattia and NJSBDC are finalizing a new seminar designed for new government contractors initially establishing their accounting system and those seeking tips to improve their current system.   Participants will learn about the elements of an accounting system, compliance requirements and the accounting system’s impact on an audit.  A complete description will be available in May.  

Recently Released Solicitations:
Environmental Protection Agency-proposals due 5/20
Department of Defense SBIR 2009.2-proposals due 6/17
 
Solicitation links follow in Section I below.
 
Department of Defense SBIR 2009.2
This second of 3 scheduled DoD SBIR solicitations was released today with proposals due June 17.  Between today and May 17, the solicitation is in “pre-release.”   During this period, entrepreneurs can contact the designated technical point of contact (TPOC) for each topic and ask questions.  These conversations can prove very useful in assessing the fit between a topic and the company’s technology and core technical competencies.  

 
Each topic abstract in the DoD solicitation is typically 1-2 pages in length.  Prior to a topic being selected for inclusion in a solicitation, there has often been a significant number of E-mail messages, memos and papers exchanged about the origins of the problem that led to the topic and efforts that have been undertaken to address it.  By speaking with the TPOC, you can often tap in to some of this information.  However, be forewarned that some TPOCs are much more helpful than others. This opportunity will end when the solicitation formally opens on May 18.  Be aware that proposals must be received by 6 a.m. Eastern Standard time on 6/17.  See link below.

 
NIH Economic Recovery Challenge Grants in Health and Science Research (RC1)
Proposals due 4/27

As part of the Economic Recovery Act, NIH has designated at least $200 million in FYs 2009 - 2010 for a new initiative called the NIH Challenge Grants in Health and Science Research: http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-OD-09-003.html
 

NIH plans to fund 200 or more grants. This new program will support research on Challenge Topics, which address specific scientific and health research challenges in biomedical and behavioral research that will benefit from significant 2-year jumpstart funding. Challenge Areas defined by the NIH focus on specific knowledge gaps, scientific opportunities, new technologies, data generation, or research methods that would benefit from an influx of funds to quickly advance the area in significant ways. The research in these areas should have a high impact in biomedical or behavioral science and/or public health.

While the $200 million for this program is exempt from the 2.5% SBIR and .3% STTR set asides, small businesses are eligible to apply for these grants.

 
There are 15 Challenge Areas and nearly 175 pages of specific Challenge Topics, which can be reviewed at: http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/challenge_award/ 
 
A contact person is identified for each topic.  Research plans are limited to 12 pages compared to the 15 page limit for SBIR proposals.  Proposal application instructions are available at:
 
http://apply07.grants.gov/apply/opportunities/instructions/oppRFA-OD-09-003-cfda93.701-cidADOBE-FORMS-A-instructions.pdf 
 
SBIR Reauthorization Update

As many of you know, a second continuing resolution was passed by Congress in March extending SBIR and some related programs through July 31.  While the Senate favored an extension through September 30, the House of Representatives favored the earlier deadline to keep the pressure on Congress to reauthorize the program.  I am personally skeptical as to whether reauthorization by 7/31 is realistic.
 
My perspective is that the primary reason why the program was not reauthorized by last September 30, when the authorizing legislation initially expired, is the issue of SBIR eligibility of businesses that are majority owned by venture capital firms.  The House and the Bio industry association support their unqualified eligibility while the Senate does not.  Their positions are incompatible and thus far neither side has been willing to compromise.  I am not confident that July 31 gives them sufficient time to establish some common ground.
 
SBIR/STTR Proposal Preparation Assistance
In addition to SBIR/STTR training, NJCST and NJSBDC offer cost shared proposal preparation assistance services.  Up to 12 hours of assistance is available to all SBIR/STTR training seminar attendees at a rate of $20 per hour with the balance of the cost covered by NJCST and NJSBDC.  Services consist of written critiques of draft proposals and assistance in strengthening them.  The service is available on a first come first served basis and availability may become limited as submission deadlines approach.  Coaching and guidance in drafting proposals continues to be available at no cost.  
 

Technology Commercialization Assistance

In addition to providing SBIR/STTR proposal preparation assistance, the NJSBDC Technology Commercialization Center serves NJ entrepreneurs as a free one-stop resource for financing science and technology based businesses and commercializing new technologies.  Funding strategies including state financing programs, angel investments and venture capital are identified to fit with a company’s technology, goals and stage of development.  The Center then helps companies identify their best prospects and will assist them in preparing and strengthening the required funding proposal, business plan or investor presentation.  Reviews and critiques of Edison Innovation Fund proposals are available.

 
Technology Commercialization Assistance Services are limited to NJ based small businesses located outside the NJ Business Incubation Network.  Assistance can be requested at www.njsbdc.com/scitech or by sending an E-message to: rgharmon@njsbdc.com. 
 

Please let me know if you don't wish to receive future updates and I will be pleased to remove you from the list.  
 
Best regards, 
Randy Harmon
 
Randy G. Harmon, 
Technology Commercialization Consultant,
NJSBDC/Rutgers Business School;
SBIR/STTR Training Coordinator for NJCST;
Co-founder, Foundations Business Development Group, LLC
phone: 908-754-3652
randygharmon@aol.com
rgharmon@njsbdc.com
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I. SOLICITATION SCHEDULE
 
The following agencies presently have OPEN SOLICITATIONS: 
 

Environmental Protection Agency SBIR 2009

Proposals due 5/20/09.  http://es.epa.gov/ncer/sbir/ 
 
National Science Foundation SBIR 2010 

Proposals due 6/9.  http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2009/nsf09541/nsf09541.htm 

 

Department of Defense SBIR 2009.2

Proposals due 6/17.  http://www.acq.osd.mil/osbp/sbir/solicitations/sbir092/index.htm 
 
Public Health Service/NIH, CDC, FDA, ACF 2009 SBIR/STTR
Proposals due 8/5 and 12/5/09.  
 
There are 2 parts to this solicitation.  The program descriptions and research topics can be found at: http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/sbirsttr1/2009-2_SBIR-STTR-topics.doc
 
The proposal writing instructions can be downloaded at:
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/424/SF424_RR_Guide_SBIR_STTR_Adobe_VerA.doc
 
Special NIH SBIR/STTR Initiatives (PAs & RFAs) 
In addition to the main PHS/NIH SBIR/STTR grant solicitation and the fall contract solicitation, NIH issues numerous small contract solicitations throughout the year focused on specific health areas.  They are listed at http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/sbir_announcements.htm.
 
 
II. TRAINING SCHEDULE 
 
 
SECRETS OF WINNING SBIR/STTR PROPOSALS

Featuring Participation by ARDEC/Picatinny Arsenal

Thursday, May 21, 8:30 am-1 pm

Hosted by: NJIT Enterprise Development Center, Newark
 

SPONSORED BY: 

NEW JERSEY COMMISSION ON SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
 
C0SPONSORS:
-The New Jersey Small Business Development Centers-
-Amper, Politziner & Mattia, LLP
-Lowenstein Sandler PC-
 

This half-day seminar is intended to provide participants with an introduction to and overview of the SBIR and STTR programs followed by instruction on how to search for solicitations and topics that may fit their technologies and core technical competencies.  Participants will also receive instruction intended to help them prepare competitive grant proposals.  

 

The seminar will feature a presentation by representatives of the U.S. Army Armament Research, Development and Engineering Center (ARDEC), at the Picatinny Arsenal.  ARDEC like CERDEC at Fort Monmouth initiates many of the Army’s SBIR and STTR solicitation topics and welcomes collaborations with entrepreneurs.

 

For more information and online registration visit www.njsbdc.com/scitech beginning April 23. 

 

 
III. STATE FUNDCING OPPORTUNITIES
 
The Commission on Science and Technology has announced the following late spring and early summer funding opportunities:
 
Entrepreneur & Technology Fellowship Grants
$75,000, Proposals due June 5.
 
Edison Innovation R&D Fund
Awards of $100,000-$500,000, Proposals due July 6.
 

Incubator Seed Fund 
Grants of $20,000-$50,000, Proposals due July 6.
 
http://nj.gov/scitech/pdf/entassist/edisonflyer.pdf 
 
In addition to a completed application, entrepreneurs are required to submit a current business plan.
 
 
IV. FINANCING, NETWORKING AND RELATED EVENTS AND INFORMATION
 
Finding the Right Partner: NJBIN Linkages Program for Entrepreneurs
Wednesday, April 22, NJIT-EDC, Newark
This program will feature a panel of entrepreneurs who have successfully sought, found and developed partnerships to grow their companies. Attendees will learn the how, what and why for finding the right partner.  http://njtc.org/events/indevt.asp?dbid={5443E669-A7F7-DD11-843E-0013725A113C}  
 
NJTC Clean Energy Summit, May 1, Princeton Plasma Physics Lab 

The Clean Energy Summit will bring together leaders in the emerging industries of energy conservation, climate control and renewable energy sources from the entire mid-Atlantic region.  Attendees will include representatives from major utilities, as well as companies engaged in alternative energy solutions (wind, solar, nuclear power), and regulators from BPU and other governmental agencies.  http://njtc.org/events/green09/home.html
 

Jumpstarting the New Green Economy, May 19-21, Fairleigh Dickinson University

The goal of this year’s green ventures conference is to both assess and support the transition to the sustainable economy that we must achieve in the first half of the 21st century.  The goal for conference participants is to help them create a vision for themselves within a new paradigm. Upon leaving, they will be armed not only with a clearer vision for the future, but their next steps to move sustainability forward in their homes, their place of business, and their immediate and broader communities.
http://greenventuresconference.org./ 

 

Export University - Export 101, Kean University, Union
Export 101 is a new program that will cover all the important topics of international trade and will be valuable for entrepreneurs and companies who are both new to export and somewhat accomplished.  It is cosponsored by NJSBDC, the US Department of Commerce and the NJ District Export Council (NJ DEC).  http://www.buyusa.gov/nnj/exportuniversity.html
 

Venture Association of NJ: Entrepreneurs Expo & Elevator Pitch Olympics

Friday, May 29, Marriott Hanover, Whippany, NJ
This program provides a good opportunity to exhibit and pitch your business to the regional venture community.  The program begins with company exhibits in the morning followed by a luncheon featuring a moderated panel of equity investors.  Following the luncheon, exhibitors present their elevator pitch, which is scored by the panel.  www.vanj.com  

 

 
ENTREPRENEUR NETWORKING MEETINGS:
 
NJ Entrepreneurial Network - Angel Investor Roundtable
Wednesday June 3, 12-2 p.m., Princeton Marriott, www.njen.com 

 
NJ Entrepreneurs Forum
Thursday, May 7, 4-6 p.m., NJEDA Commercialization Center, North Brunswick, www.njef.org 
 

Venture Association of NJ (VANJ) - The Future of Venture Capital
Andrew Lipsher, Partner - Greycroft, LLC 
Tuesday, April 21, 12-2 p.m., Marriott Hanover, Whippany, www.vanj.com
